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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1, 3-8, 10-17, 19-25, 27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Cruickshank ( US 6,816,468). 

As to claims 1, 11,21, and 22, Cruickshank teaches a conferencing method (column 3 
lines 49-51; column 4 lines 8-10) system ( column 2 lines 41 - 42), and a machine - readable 
medium with instructions to perform the conferencing method (column 4 lines 16 - 19), 
comprising: receiving first conference- endpoint data for a first conference type from a first 
endpoint and storing it in memory (Fig. 1 1 10a, 102a, 104a; column 5 lines 62 - column 6 line 4; 
column 9 lines 30-41; Fig. 4 310, 410 and column 10 lines 44 - 52); determining a second 
conference type identifier, by reading a conference type identifier from a memory, the 
conference type identifier specifying a second conference type for the a second endpoint 
participating in a conference with the first endpoint ( Fig. 1 102c; column 9 lines 42 - 61, 64 - 
column 10 line 7); selecting a conversion program based on the second conference type ( 
column 9 lines 58 -62; column 12 lines 9-15) and initiating execution of the conversion 
program on the first endpoint data to prepare the converted first conference-endpoint data 
compatible with the second conference type from the first conference - endpoint data ( Fig. 8 
S802 and column 12 lines 28 - 33) using a processor (Fig. 1 122 46 - 49; Fig. 3 304 and 
column 7 lines 61-64; column 12 lines 15 - 21); and, transmitting the converted first 
conference-endpoint data to the second endpoint ( Fig. 8 S804 and column 12 lines 33 - 37). 
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As to claims 3-4, 10, 13 - 14, 20, and 23, Cruickshank teaches the method, system and 
computer readable medium as disclosed above and further comprising: the act of initiating 
execution of the conversion program comprising initiating execution of a text-to-speech 
translator ( Fig. 4 438 column 12 lines 15 - 21, 28 - 33) or a speech -to-text translator that is 
stored in memory ( Fig. 4 436, 310 and column 8 lines 57 - 64); and, the memory further 
comprising aiding data for speech-to-text translation associated with the endpoint identifier ( 
column 14 lines 64 - column 15 line 4). 

As to claims 5, 17, and 25, Cruickshank teaches the method, system, and computer 
readable medium as disclosed above and further comprising the act of transmitting initiated by 
the processor which comprises transmitting the converted-endpoint data and a first endpoint 
identifier to the second endpoint ( column 1 1 lines 37-41; column 12 lines 59 - column 13 line 
4). 

As to claim 6, Cruickshank teaches the method, system and computer - readable medium 
as disclosed above and further comprising the act of transmitting comprising transmitting the 
first conference -endpoint data and the converted first conference - endpoint data to the second 
endpoint ( column 12 lines 40 - 45). 

As to claims 7, 15, 16, and 25, Cruickshank teaches the method, system, and computer 
readable medium as disclosed above and further comprising: receiving second conference- 
endpoint data for the second conference type from the second endpoint and storing it in the 
memory (Fig. 1 102c; column 5 lines 62 - column 6 line 4; column 9 lines 30-41; Fig. 4 310, 
410 and column 10 lines 44 - 52); preparing the converted second conference-endpoint data 
compatible with the first conference type for the second conference-endpoint data ( column 1 1 
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lines 55 - column 12 line 6), wherein the processor executes the text-to-speech translator on the 

first conference data to prepare the first-conference endpoint data (Fig. 8 S802 and column 12 

lines 28 - 33) and executes the speech-to-text translator on the second conference-endpoint data 

to prepare converted second conference-endpoint data (Fig. 7 S702, S704 and column 1 1 lines 

65 - column 12 line 1; and transmitting the second converted conference-endpoint data to the 

first endpoint (column 12 lines 1 - 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2, 8-9, 12, 18- 19, 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cruickshank ( US 6, 816, 468) in view of Davis et al. (US 2005/0021344), 
and further in view of Kanevsky et al. (US 6,618,704). 

Cruickshank discloses the claimed invention above, including the following: a conversion 
program comprising initiating execution of a text-to-speech translator (Fig. 8 S802 and column 
12 lines 28 - 33) ; the first conference type is data/text (Fig. 1 1 10a, 102a, 104a , 1 14 and 
column 5 lines 6 - 13, ); and ,the second conference type is voice (Fig. 1 102c and column 5 
lines 13-16). 

Yet, Cruickshank fails to disclose the following: the first conference type is text 
messaging; one of the first conference type and second conference type is at least one of a 
decentralized text messaging conference and a centralized text messaging conference, where the 
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processor is operable to initiate transmission of the converted first endpoint data according to a 
pre-selected instant messaging protocol; and, the act of initiating execution of the conversion 
program further comprises the act of selecting a voice from voice data that is stored in the 
memory for at least one of the first and second endpoints. 

However, Davis et al. discloses a the following: a conferencing system and method ( 
Abstract) wherein one of the first conference type and the second conference type is at least one 
of a decentralized text messaging conference( Fig. 1 10, 14, 18, 22 and [0015] [0016]) for the 
purpose of enabling telephone users to participate in an instant messaging conference since 
conferencing using text-based messaging(IM) applications is frequently used as a means of 
collaboration ([0004] [0008]); and, the act of initiating execution of the conversion program 
further comprises the act of selecting a voice from voice data that is stored in the memory for at 
least one of the first and second endpoints (Fig. 2 66 [0017] [0020]) for the purpose of 
providing personalized or customized voice at the telephone ([0019]); 

Moreover, Kanevsky et al. discloses a conferencing system and method (Abstract) 
wherein transmitting the converted first conference endpoint comprises initiating the 
transmission of the converted first endpoint data according to a pre-selected instant messaging 
(IM) protocol ( column 2 lines 18-25) for the purpose of providing teleconferencing between 
hearing - impaired and hearing users (Abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the invention disclosed in Cruickshank with the inventions that 
are disclosed in Davis et al. and Kanesvky at al. as follows: the first endpoint is an IM capable 
device and the first conference type is an IM messaging conference for the purpose of providing 
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teleconferencing between users of data network devices, including those who are hearing 
impaired, and users of traditional telephony devices who may or may not have access to a data 
network device; the memory of the teleconference bridge server as disclosed in Cruickshank 
stores voice data for the purpose of selecting and providing personalized voice as output from the 
text-to-speech program to the telephone; and, the converted first conference endpoint data is 
transmitted according to a pre-selected IM protocol for the purpose of enabling a teleconference 
between users of IM data network services and users of traditional telephony devices. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Whynot et al. (US 2004/0267531), Creamer et al. (US 2004/0267527), Smith Jr. et 
al. (US 7,200,208), Kredo et al. (US 6,816,578), Chaturvedi et al. ( US 6,950,501), and 
Nakamura (US 7,225,224). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SONIA GAY whose telephone number is (571)270-1951. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Len Tran can be reached on (571) 272-1 184. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sonia Gay/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4183 

January 17, 2008 
/Len Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4183 



